


MARGARET CRAWFORD’S GREATNESS CLOSE TO HOME: my daily trip down la brea
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BY MARGARET CRAWFORD AS told to mark skiles

four blocks after
pulling out of my driveway, I turn left off Franklin onto 
La Brea Avenue. On the northwe^ corner of the intersection 

is a CRA housing projeCl designed by Adele Santos. La Brea extends across 

five Thomas Guide pages, running North-South 15 miles from 

Hollywood to Lennox. These photos show only a few of 

Brea's endlessly fascinating (and con^antly changing)
I II I sights/sites. Experienced day after day,
I ■ I I I J I year after year, almo^ always

j I in a ^ate of di^raCtion,
£a. Rt'tR. is ths cut intna^ of£jK U/i^eIes.

Chairs.
1136 IM.
La Brea.
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Bus Stop at Wilshire & La Brea.
A major transfer point for lines 20, 21, 22, 320, 
322, & 426 going East-West and line 212 going 

North-South.

sneered at by BMW-driving cell-phone 
conversationalists and teenagers in jeeps.

The ACLU & NAACP Legal Defense Fund are 
currently suing the MTA for "systemic inten­

tional discrimination" against bus riders, 
who are mostly poor minorities.

Sidewalk Cafe / Supermarket.
Ralph’s at 3rd and La 
Brea, considered by many 
to be Los Angeles’ most 
interesting supermarket. 
An example of Upbeat 
Multiculturalism and 
Progressive Grocer’s 
April 1992 Store of the 
Month, this store is stud­
ied by supermarketers 
from around the world.
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The Shape-Up.
Every morning, day laborers line 
up on the west side of La Brea, 
from Edgewood to Pico, waiting 

for work. Most are recent 
immigrants from Mexico and 

Central America.
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Art Galleries / Street Museums.
African American notables face sculptures 
from around the world, available in black, 

white and gold. At night the sculptures
vanish back into their converted Fotomat.
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Sidewalk or Closet?

Uprising

unre^, 
rebellion? 1 
This sign I

on the I 
corner of J

Rodeo a 
and La I 
Brea is J 

■■■ all that
Hremains^
KI of the

I
^ore a 

de^royed 1

The contents of closets and drawers are presented for 
public viewing and purchase. Vintage dresses hang.from a 

chainlink fence. On certain days, Delores' Thrift Shop

mysteriously appears:on.<he^ 
sidewalk in fi^nt of her Hou^, 
directly acroil4.,fca Bnea Wom^tt*

Baldwin Hills Motor Inn.
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